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LETTER,^. 


UY    DEAR    CHILD  ! 

HAT  frame  tfcfe  lines  will  find 
you  in  I  know  not,  but  I  can  allure 
you  they  are  the  overflowings  of  a  he^rt  full  of  moth- 
erly affe&ion  to  you,  and  tender  concern  for  your  beft 
intereft  of  foul  and  body,  for  time  and  eternity,  I 
trnft  it  is  from  God  that  I  am  inclined  to  get  this  letter 
writ,  and  that  his  blefifed  fpirit  will  diredt  in  the  inditing 
of  i%  and  accompany  the  fame  in  his  own  good  time  to 
your  heart.  If  it  fhould  not  make  fo  deep  an  impref- 
fion  at  prefent,  yet  you  will  lay  it  up  carefully,  and  the 
time  may  come  when  feme  of  the  laft  councils  of  your 
aged  dying  mother  will  feem  quite  otherwife  to  you 
than  they  have  hitherto  done,  I  mean  if  God  fhould 
fpare  your  life  till  1  am  removed  from  you  by  death, 
which  is  utterly  uncertain,  though  I  have  reafon  to  look 
for  my  great  change  every  da/.  But  O  how  happy 
fhould  I  reckon  n^yfelf,  what  reafon  would  I  have  to 
adore  the  infinite  riches  of  free  grace  and  mercy,  if 
mine  eyes  might  fee  the  falvation  of  God  in  your  con- 
verfion  before  I  fee  death  !  O  !  methinks  I  fhould  catch 
you  in  my  withered  arms,  and  cry  out  with  gobd  old 
Simeon,  Now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace  ! 
yea,  I  do  not  know  but  I  fhould  die  with  exceflive  joy 
atfuch  an  unfpeakable  mercy. 

But  I  muft  wait  upon  God,  and  be  reconciled  to  his 
fovereign  will,  though  he  fhould  n^vcr  fee  caufe  to  grant 
me  fuch  a  favour  in  this  world,  nay,  though  he  fhould 
take  you  away  by  feme  fudden  and  awful  ftroke,    and 

leave 


iearc  me  no  grounds  at /l  to  hope  but  that  you  wer& 
gone  diredtly  down  to  /verlafting  burnings.  Aaron 
and  David,  and  many  oners  better  far  than  myfelf,  have 
had  fuch  trials.  And /ope  through  grace,  I  fhould  be 
enabled  to  hold  my  p#ce,  though  it  would  be  faf  worfe 
than  death  tome.  I  mink  the  mighty  power  of  God 
has  brought  me  to  £i£miffion  in  a  cafe  that  came  near- 
er to  me  than  even  he  falvation  of  my  own  Jmmortal 
foul.  I  truft  [  hay/ been  made  willing  to  acknowledge 
lib  juftice  and  rialteoufnefs,  if  he  fhould  caft  me  Into 
nell,  and  have  delred  that  1/  might  never  have  a  hard 
thought  of  him  /there  3  butftill  refolved  to  be  in  the 
tife  of  all  means,  and  to  fe^k  and  drive  for  mercy 
long  as  I  had  life  and  brea/h  ;  knowing  that  it  would 
not  be  worfe 'with  me  if  I  ihould  never  obtain  ;  and  I 
was  terribly  afraid  I  never  ihould.  J  thought  1  did  not 
know  enough  to  be  iaved, 

But  it  was  not  long  after  I  was  brought  to  this  re- 
figned  frame  of  fpirir,  before  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
rnanifeft  hlmfelf  graqoufly  andmarvellcufiy  to  me,  and 
to  allure  me  of  his  eralafting  love  to  my  foul*  Q! 
my  thoughts  were  fw allowed  up  with  the  love  of  God 
in  Chrift.  And  how  did  I  admire  free  grace  !  free 
grace,  that  God- Ihould  ever  'caft  an  eye  of  pity  on  fuch 
a  vile,  guilty  ignorant  creature,  who  I  thought  did  not 
know  enough  to  be  faved  :  Oh,  I  was1  filled  brim  full 
of  light,  and  love  and  joy  and  admiration  ;  fuch  as  I 
have  no  words  to  exprefs  ;  or  if  I  had  my  dear  child 
you  could  never  conceive  of  it,  nor  the  one  thoufandth 
part  qf  it.  Ail  the  comfort  I  have  ever  had  in  all 
worldly  enjoyments  and  relations  was  nothing  when 
compared  with  that  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory 
which  I  was  then  filled  with  from  one  day  and  week  to 
another.  And  I  truft  it  had  a  transforming  effeft  upon 
my  ioul.  While  I  beheld  as  in  a  glafs  with  open  face, 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  I  was  1  hope,  in  forne  meafure 
changed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by 
the"  ipirit  of  the  Lord.     My  affednons  were  taken  off 
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from  earthly  obje&s,  and  fet  on  things  above,  when* 
Chrift  is.  O  Chrift  was  then  precious  to  me,  1  faw  him 
to  be  what  he  really  is,  the  chiefeft  of  ten  thouiand  and 
altogether  lovely.  Sin  became  inexpreflibly  odious  to 
me.  I  mourned  for  it  as  for  a  firft  born  and  an  only 
Son.  I  have  experienced  what  forrow  is  for  an  only 
fon,  and  may  again.  My  next  concern  was  for  my  pa- 
rents and  my  yoke  fellow;  and  O  how  did  I  long  for 
their  con verfion  and  falvation,  and  the  ialvation  of  every 
body#  O  methought  I  longed  that  every  poor  foul  fnould 
c£>me  to  Chrift  j  for  I  faw  there  was  enough  in  him  for 
the  whole  world  if  they  would  but  come  to  him,  and 
that  he  was  freely  willing  to  accept  of  them,  able  and 
v/iiling  to  fave  every  one  that  would  come  to  him.  I 
fpeak  freely  to  you  my  dear  child,  for  the  fpirit  of  God 
(which  I  trull  I  am  in  fome  degree  thoush  moft  un- 
worthy,  made  a  partaker  of  )  is  a  free  fpirit.  And  out 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  will  fpeak,  ef- 
pecially  to  thole  we  ardently  love.  And  though  I  fear 
you  will  not  now  much  relifn  thefe  things  yet  you  may 
through  infinite  grace  have  a  new  tafte  given  to  you,  and 
then  your  poor  mother's  relation  of  her  experiences  will 
be  fweeter  to  you  tlian  honey  and  the  honey  comb  3  and 
then  you  will  (perhaps  too  late)  wilh  for  an  opportuni- 
ty of  converfing  freely  with  me  about  the  things  of  God, 
and  would  be  willing  to  travel  many  miles  for  fuch  an 
opportunity  though  all  in  vain.  Or  if  you  fhould  never 
have  a  divine  tafte  (which  is  a  fliocking'  and  amazing 
fuppofition,  good  had  it  been  for  you  that  you  had  never 
bmn  born,  if  that  Ihould  be  your  cafe)  yet  your  child- 
ren or  others  may  read  thefe  lines  Song  fieace  to  their 
comfort  and  edification,  and  God  may  be  glorified  in 
the  world  for  what  he  has  done  for  my  foul,  when  I  fhall 
be  through  rich  fre%  grace  praifing  him  in  perfecliou 
with  the  {pints  of  juft  men  'made  perfeft,  and  the  holy 
angels  above.  I  cannot  but  hope  this  will  be  my  eter- 
nal employment,  notwidiftandino:  the  fttany  weaknefies 
iinful  infirmities 'and  ihort  comings, -I  am  chargeable 
yrith  here.  ,  I  have 
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I  have  too  much  left  my  firft  love,  and  in  too  great 
a  meafure  loft  that  lively  fenfe  I  once  had  of  fpintual 
and  eternal  things^  but  yen  I  trull  my  heart  has  beea 
right  with  God  in  the  main.  I  have  through  grace 
loved  the  habitation  of  his  houfe,  and  the  place  where 
his  honour  dwells  ;  and  he  has  gracioufly  been  pleafed 
very  often  to  dr^w  near  to  my  foul  in  his  word  and 
ordinances  ;  and  then  I  could  fay  with  holy  David, 
one  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand  elfewhere* 
Many  a  gracious  vifit  have  I  poor  unworthy  creature, 
been  favoured  with  from  my  faviour,  in  the  meeting- 
houie  where  I  pjually  attended,  and  at  places  of  public 
worihip  in  other  pariihes  :  though  once  I  was  apt  to 
think  I  never  mould  be  fo  fenfible  of  God's  prefence 
zny  where  elftj  as  I  had  been  under  the  miniftry  of  our 
own  dear  paftor.  I  have  found  by  my  own  comforta- 
ble experience,  that  God  is  not  confined  to  one  place  or 
internment  -,  but  can  when  and  where  and  by  what  means 
he  pleafes,  draw  near  to  his  poor  children.,  and  revive 
and  comfort  their  fouls. 

I  have  been  exercifed  with  grievous  trials  and  afflic- 
tions, but  the  Lord  has  not  left  me  deftitute  of  his  fup- 
porting  and  comforting  prefence.  He  has  been  with 
me  in  fix  troubles,  and  in  {even,  and  in  particular,  in 
that  diflrreffing  viiitation  the  death  of  my  only  fon,  I  was 
at  firft  almoft  quite  overwhelmed  and  much  difcompofed 
my  paffions  wrought  and  were  tempeftuous,  I  was 
like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  but  at  laft  the  LORD  was 
pleafed  to  fhew  me  his  fovereignty,  how  he  had  an  un- 
controulable  right  to  do  what  he  pleafed  with  all  his 
creatures,  and  that  cempofed  and  calmed  my  fpirit,  and 
•when  I  was  brought  to  a  thorough  fubmifiion,  God  was 
pleafed  to  comfort  my  heart,  and  to  give  me  a  full  per- 
iuafion  that  mv  lofs  fhould  be  made  up,  and  that  he 
would  give  rne  another  fon  $  and  it  was  unto  me  accord- 
ing to  my  faith.  The  Lord  did  vifit  me  mercifully 
and  gave  me  a  fon  which  I  took  a2  a  token  of  his  love,, 
and  I  truft  was  humbly  thankful  for  and  through  mer- 
cy 
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ty  he  has  been  continued  to  this  day.     I  have   had  ti 
fatisfaftion  of  feeing  him  to  be  endowed  with  fenie  ana 
reafon,  and  enjoy    a  plentiful   eflate   and  with  a  virtu- 
ous yoke  fellow  and  definable  children  :  all  which  I  acr 
knowledge  are  great  favours,  and  what  I  am  utterly  tin- 
Worthy  of  and  ought  to  be  humbly  thankful   for ;  bun 
yet  I  am  not  fatisfied  with  all  this  :  there  is  one  thing  y 
lacking  I  fear  in  order  to  complete  my  comfort  in 
bnly  fon.     I  fear  he  has  not  yet  fecured  the  one  thing 
Heedful,  even  that  good  part  which  ftiall  never  be  taken 
away  from  him.     What  will  it  profit  him  to   gain  the 
whole  world  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?  riches  profit  not  in 
the  day  of   wrath,  but   righteoufriefs   delivereth  from 
death.     O  my  dear  child  !  I  would  gddrefs  you  in  the 
words  of  King  Lemuel's  mother  to  him,  Prov,  31,  2. 
What  my  fon  ?  And  what  the  fon  of  my  womb  ?  What 
thefon  of  my  vows  ?  &c.  Gan  I  bear  the  thought  that  the 
fon  that  was  given  me  in  anfwer  to  my  prayers,  my  only 
fon  that  I  bore  with  fo  much  pain,  that  I   have  hurfed 
and  brought  up  with  fo  much  care  and  tendernefs  nighc 
and  day,  the  fon  that  1  have  fo  many  times  prayed  and 
wept  over,  and  counfelled  and  warned ;  that  this  belov- 
ed fon  I  fay,  iliould  be  the  poffeffion  and  property  of  the 
devil,  fhould  ferve  him  all  his  days  here,  and  be  mifera- 
ble  as  he  is  and  with  him  in  hell  fire  forever  ?■  How  car 
I  bear  to  think  of  that  dreadful  day  when  I  {hall  feern 
poor  and  undone  child,  if  he  turn  not  fpeedily  aha  tho- 
roughly*  (land  trembling  before  the  judgment   feat  of 
Chrifc,  his  face  gathering  blacknefs  ;  horror  anguifh  and 
defpair  flaring  through  his  eyelids,  to  hear  that  amazi 
ientence  pronounced  on  him,  Depart  ye  curfed,  &cs 
To  fee  him  feized  by  mighty  angels  bound  hand  and 
foot  with  everlafting  chains,  and  caft  into  a  dreadful  lake 
of  fire,  and  the  adamantine  gates  flint  and  bar'd  by  him' 
that  fhutteth,  and  no  man   opens  ?  Such  thoughts  as 
thefe  are  ready   to  tear  my  heart  in  pieces,  though  I 
know  if  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in 
that  dayj  I  ihall  have  no  painful   fympathy  with   you, 
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put  mall  rather  rejoice  that  God's  juftice  and  power  Will 
be  forever  glorified  in  your  ^condemnation.     But  how. 
will  your  heart  endure  ?  How  can  yourjiands  beilrong? 
I  know  you  have  often    heard    thefe  things,    and  had 
them  fet  forth  before  you  in  a  far  more  affe&ing  man- 
ner than  it  is  poffible  for  me  to  reprefent  them ;  and  I 
know  withal,  that  if  I  had  been  in  the  other  world,  and 
ic^n  the  terrors  and  glories  of  hell  and  heaven  with  my 
bodily  eyes,  and  were  come  back  again  with  the  tongue 
of  an  angel  to  fpeak  of  them  to  you  it  would  have  no 
faving  effect.     If  you  hear  not  Moles  and  the  prophets 
neither  would  you  be  purfuaded  though  one  rofe  from 
the  dead.      And  I  know  too  that  if  the  good  fpirit  of 
God  is  pleafed  to  accompany  a  few  of  my  laft  words  to 
your  heart,  they  will  do   you  more  good   than  all  you 
have  ever  heard  in  your  life  before.     You  know  by  fad 
and  long  experience  how  little  all  the  beft  means  fignify 
without  the  powerful  co-operation  of  God's  fpirit  j  and 
you  alfo  know  by   feme  experience  how  means   work, 
how  a  perfan  feels  when  the  word  is  (a  home  upon  the 
foul  by  the  fpirit  in  away  of  convidtion  and  terror  :  O 
that  you  alio   knew  what  his  work   in  regeneration  is  I 
what  I  am  aiming  at  is,  to  make  you  fenfible  how  much 
your  dependence  is  on  the  fovereign  and  free  fpirit  of 
'God.     The  life  and  death  of  your  precious  foul  is  in 
his  hand  ;  and  he  a£ls  with  an  abfolute  liberty,  like  the 
wind  which   bloweth  where  and  when   it  liftethj  and 
feeing  it  is  thus,  I  would  fain  have  you  think  folemnljr 
how  much  iu  concerns  you  to  take  heed  you  do  not  pro- 
voke the  fpirit  finally  to  forfake  you,  for  then  your  cafe 
is  as  bad  and  worfe  you  know,  than  if  you  were  in  hell. 
This  I  hope  and  truft  is  not  yet  your  cafe ;  if  I.  knew 
it  were  I  fhould  have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  more  about 
your  foul,  unlefs  it  were  to  caution  you  not  to   fill  up  a 
greater  meafure  of  fin  than  needs  mud,  and  fo  encreafe 
your  treafure  of  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath  :  but  I 
hope  better  things  concerning  you,  and  things  that  ac- 
company a  pofnbility  of  falvation,     I  truft  your  day  of 

grace 


\ 


[    9    1 


grace  is  not  yet  over,  and  that  the  fpiriLof  grace  has  not 
yet  finally  lefc  you.  And  O  for  your  foul's  fake,  do 
nothing  to  grieve  him  away. .  L^y  afide  every  weight 
and  the  fin  that  fo  eafily  befets  you  ;  I  need  not  tell  you 
what  it  is  :  confeience  points  you  to  ir,  while  you  are 
reading  thefe  lines,  if  it,  be  not  afleep.  Do  my  dear 
child  !  ftir  up  yourfelf,  fhake  off  florh  and  difcourage-* 
ment,  and  get  up  and  be  doing.  You  do  not  know 
how  foon  a  merciful  God  wrho  delights  not  in  the  death 
of  a  finner,  but  had  rather  he  fhquid  turn  and  live  may 
appear  for  you,  and  work  effectually  on  yotfr  foul. 

I  am  ready  to  fear  fometimes  that  you  are  tempted  to 
give  way,  to  defperate  difcouragements  :  To  lay  with 
thofe  in  Jeremiah— There  is  no  hope  :  no  i  but  we  have 
loved  ftrangers  and  after  them  we  will  go,  That  you 
are  ready  to  think  you  have  fat  fo  long  under  the  pow- 
erful means  of  grace,  and  have  neglefted  fo  many  coun- 
fels  and  warnings  and  examples.,  efpeeially  in  the  late 
glorious  time  and  have  (titled  fo  many  conyiftions,  that 
now  there  is  no  hope  for  you,  you  had  even  as  good  take 
what  comfort  you  can  in  this  world,  arid  trouble  your- 
felf no  more  about  another,  or  at  lead  that  it  will  ligni- 
fy  nothing  for  you  to  ufe  any  means  in  your  preient 
dead,  dull  frame,  till  the  ipirit  of  God  comes  more 
powerfully  upon  you.  But.  O  clear  child  !  this  isde- 
lufion  ail  over.  Methinks  the  adverfary  appears  plain, 
in  open  fight,  as  an  angel  of  darknefs,  in  fuch  a  tempta- 
tion as  this,  O  do  not  hearken  to  that  old  deceiver 
and  murderer  of  fouls,  but  realize  it  that  the  very  re- 
verfe  of  all  that  he  iuggefts  to  you  is  the  truth.  O  fay 
within  yourfelf: 

cc  No,  I  will  not  hearken  to  any  of  thefe  infinuations, 
I  will  not  call  away  an  immortal  foul  at  this  rate;  I  mult 
be  laved  ;  1  can't  bear  to  perifh  forever  and  the  more 
fad  and  dangerous  my  cafe  is,  the  more  fpeedy  and  ear- 
ned J  will  be  in  feeking  out  for  help,  behold  now  is  the 
accepted  time,  behold  now  is  the  day  of  falvation  I  If  I 
haye  loft  many  precious  opportunities  md  advantages  I 
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will  lofe  no  more*     Is  my  heart  very  hard  and  fenfekis^ 
I  will  do  nothing  to  make  it  more  fo  ;  I  will  keep  out: 
of  that  company,  I  will   refift  thofe  temptations   that 
have  been  too  hard  for  me-     If  I  cannot  do  as  others  do, 
or  as  I  once  could,  by  reafon  of  the  withdraw  of  God's 
fpirk  from  me,  yet  I  will  do  as  well  as  I  can.     If  I  can- 
not pray  with  the  fpirit,  yet  I  will  pray  for  the  fpirit.  If 
I  cannot  have  any  comfort  In  religion  and  the  duties  of 
it,  yet  I  will  attend  them  as  a  calk  and  a  burden,  till  the 
Lord  ihali  pleafe  to  give  me  a  better  heart.     And  be- 
fure  I  will  take  no  fatisfa£tion  in  fin  and  the  world, while 
my  cafe  is  fo  difmal  with  refpe6t  to  eternity,      And  in- 
deed how  is  it  poffible  I  fhould  take   comfort  in  any 
thing  while  I  am  in  this  condition,  without  I  was  more 
hard  hearted  and  defperate  than  the  very  dev'fUs   who 
believe  and  tremble  ?  How  can  I  reHfh  any  worldly  em- 
ployment, or  tafte  any  flveetnefs  therein,  when  I  have 
this  thought  in  my  mind,  that  I  iwaliow  down  checurfe 
of  God  with  tvtry  drop  and  rnorfel  that  I  take  in.    That 
for  €vcvy  dop  of  mercy  f  receive  from  God,  and  do  not 
improve  it  for  his  glc^y,  there  is  a  drop- of  wrath  drop'd 
into  thole  viols  which  are  fhortly  to  be  poured  out  upon 
me  is  eternal  vengeance*     So  much  as  I  have  glorified 
myfelf  and  lived  ddiciouily.fo  muchforrow  and  torment- 
will  be  given  tome.      I  will  therefore,  by  God's  help, 
feeftir  myfelf,     I  would  think  of  and  improve  all  the  en- 
couragements I  have  l^fz  me*     I  am  yet  in  the  land  of 
the  living  ;  there  is  yet  hope  concerning  me,  many  thou- 
sands of  prayers  have  been  made  for  me,  and  more  of 
late  than  ever.   .  My  near  and  dear  relations,  friends  and 
neighbours  have  been  many  of  them  coming  in  to  Chrifty 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  they  have  been  and  are  cry- 
ing to  God  continually  on  my  behalf,  and  he  is  a  prayer- 
hearing  God.     He  has  cot  (aid  to  the  feed  of  Jacob, 
leek  ye  my  face  in  vain.     I  will  believe  in  hope  againil 
hope.     It  may  be  the  Lord  is  full  ready  to  be  gracious 
to  nlie,  has  his  hands  full  of  all  the  blefilngs  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace*  that  I  fo  much  need?  and  aam  perilhingfor 
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want  of,  and  only  waits  till  I  afk  for  them.  So  he  tells 
me  in  his  own  word,  Matt,  vii>  7,  &c.  and  in  many 
other  texts,  which  I  have  been  often  minded  of* 

Some  fuch  language  I  would  fain  imagine  I  over-hear 
you  breathing  out  in  your  folitary  hours,  and  may  the 
father  of  mercies  hear  your  meditation  !  May  he  come  by 
his  blefied  fpirit,  and  while  you  are  thus  muling  caufe 
the  tire  to  burn  in  your-foul,  thoroughly  awaken,  con- 
vince, humble,  convert  and  ianftify  you.  Amen  I  Amen  I 
Lord  grant  this  for  thy  dear  Son's  fake,  Amen  ! 

And  now,  hoping  and  trufting  that  you  will  no  long- 
er delay  and  trifle  with- a  great  snd  jealous  God,  an  im- 
mortal foul,  and  a  never-ending  eternity, but  will  fpeed- 
ily  fet  about  and  will  never  reft  a  moment  till  you  have 
made  thorough  work  of  turning  to  God,  I  fhall  conclude 
my  long,  and  I  am  afraid  tedious  letter  with  a  word  of 
council  and  advice  to  you,  on  fuppofition  that  the  Lord 
fhould  be  fo  infinitely  merciful  as  to  hear  the  prayers  of 
your  friends  for  you  and  of  your  own  for  yourfelf,  and 
ihould  give  you  good  hope  through  grace,  that  he  has 
wrought  the  faving  change  in  you v  foul.  And  here  a- 
gain  I  beg  you  will  take  thefe  as  the  1  alt  words  of  your 
dying  mother,  and  which  are  the  copy  of  her  very  heart 
and  foul,  as  it  now  works  towards  you  her  dear  only  Son. 

If  then  you  ihall  be  fo  inexpreffihiy  happy  as  to  re- 
ceive the  Lord  J efus  into  your  heart  by  faith,  O  be  carer 
ful  to  walk  in  hiro»  You  mud  be  continually  coming 
to  him  every  day  and  hour  of  your  life.  You  muft  live 
upon  him  every  moment.  He  muft  be  your  life,  your 
light,  your  joy,  your  truft,  your  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fandtification,  and  every  thing.  You  muft  never  reft 
without  daily  communion  with  him,  and  communica- 
tion from  him.  If  he  withdraw  from  you  at  any  time, 
and  hide  his  face,  you  muft  mourn  after  him  and  feek 
him  forrowing,  and  let  nothing  elfe  content  or  fatisfy 
you/  The  world  will  on  that  occafion  be  making  its 
court  to  you  again,  but  Oyou  muft  reject  it  with  indig- 
nation.    Say  to  your  old  idols,  get  ye  hence,     Refolve 
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that  if  you  cannot  have  comfort  in  Chrift,  you  will  have 
it  in  nothing.  I  muft  only  give  a  broken  hint  or  two, 
you  will  have  many  better  counfellors  than  your  poor 
mother;  but  I  prefume  you  will  take  particular  notice 
of  what  comes  from  her,  I  know  you  will  do  fo  if  yoti 
ever  come  to  have  your  eyes  open;  and  it  is  with  that 
hops  that  I  now  fay  what  I  do.— You  muft  live  to  Chrift, 
and  for  him,  as  well  as  live  upon  him.  If  ever  you* 
truly  believe  in  him,  you  will  give  up  all  you  are  and 
have  and  can  do  unto  him,  and  you  will  not  only  wait 
to  know  how  he  would  have  you  difpofe  of  all  for  him. 
You  willconfider  yourfelf  as  a  fte  ward  of  what  God  gives 
you,  and  you  will  be  bountiful  and  liberal  tofuch  as  you 
know  the  Lord  has  made  his  receivers.  You  muft  live 
in  love:  this  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  as  much  as  in 
you  lies  5  you  muft  be  peaceably  with  all  men,  and  do 
good  to  all,efpecially  the  houfhold  of  faith.— But  I  fhall 
fay  all  in  one  word,  make  the  word  of  God,  and  the  wife 
and  holy  fervants  of  God,  your  conftant  counfellors,  un- 
der the  influences  of  the  fpiritofGod  in  all  your  affairs, 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  do  nothing  dubious  and  of 
importance  without  their  advice  and  approbation. 

I  break  off  my  dear  child  !  and  leaving  you  with  a 
God  infinitely  able  and  willing  to  do  for  you  above  what 
I  can  afk  or  thirik". 

I  fubferibe  rnyfelf, 

your  rnoft  affe&ionate  and. 

SOLICITOUS  MOTHER, 


FINIS. 
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The  Advantages  of  early  Religion, 

APPY's  the  child  whofe  youngeft  years., 
__  Receive  inftradlion  well  3 
Who  hates  the  finner's  paths,  and  fears 
The  road  that  leads  to  hell. 

When  we  devote  our  youth  to  God^ 

'Tis  pleaiing  in  his  eyes  ; 
A  flower  when  offer'd  in  the  bud, 

Is  no  vain  facrifice. 

*Tis  eafier  work  when  we  begin 

To  fear  the  Lord  betimes  ; 
While  finners  that  grow  old  in  fin, 

Are  hardened  in  their  crimes. 

fTwill  lave  us  from  a  thoufand  fnares, 

To  mind  religion  young  : 
Grace  will  preferve  our  following  years, 

And  make  our  virtue  ftrong. 

To  thee,  Almighty  God,  to  thee. 

Our  childhood  we  refign; 
5Twill  pleafe  us  to  look  back  and  fee 

That  our  whole  lives  were  thine. 

Let  the  fweet  work  of  prayer  and  praife^ 

Employ  my  youngeft  breath  ; 
fhus  I'm  prepaid  for  longer  days^ 
1  Or  fit  for  early  death. 


Thoughts  o-me  God  and  Death*. 


HiiRE  is  a  God  that  reigns  above 


j 


Lord  of  the  heaven  and  earth  and  fi 


! 
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1  fear  his  wrath,  I  afk  his  love* 
A®&  with  my  lips  I  fing  his  praife. 

There  is  a  law  which  he  has  writ, 
To  teach  us  all  what  we  in  oft  do  5 
My  foul  to  his  commands  fubmit,  ■ 
For  they  are  holy  j.uft  and  true* 

There  is  a  gofpcl  of  rich  grace, 
Whence  finners  all  their  comforts  draw 
Ijord  I  repent,  and  feek  thy  face, 
For  I  have  often  broke  thy  law. 

There  is  an  hour  when  I  mull  die, 
Nsr  do  I  know  how  foon  'twill  come  5 
A  tfeoufand  children  young  as  I, 
Are  call'd  by  death  to  hear  their  doom, 

Let  me  improve  the  hours  I  have, 
Before  the  day  of  grace  is  fied  ; 
There's  no  repentance  in  the  grave. 
Nor  pardon  offered  to  the  death. 

Juft  as  a  tree  cut  down  that  fell 
To  North  or  Southward  there  it  lies  & 
So  m&n  departs  to  heaven  or  hell, 
Fi£Pd  in  the  Hate  wherein  he  die 
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